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DIONYSIUS OF RHODES
THE HISTORIES BOOK 1

1. When the Galatians invaded Seleucid territory, once the
army was assembled, the King, having set out at once against
the enemy, selected a position suitable for battle and especially
for the cavalry. Having arrived there, the King drew up his
army as follows: perceiving that the Galatians, who were
superior in horse, had stationed the greater part of their cavalry
on the right, he positioned the greater part of his own cavalry
(1000 light horse, 3000 cataphracts, and his scythed chariots)
on the right; in the center of his line he placed the phalanx, on
either side of which he placed 1000 argyraspids, in front of
them the skirmish troops, and on the left of the phalanx 6000
thoracitae and Thracians and 2000 Scythian archers; on the left
wing he placed the remainder of the horse, of which there were
1000 cataphracts and 1000 Scythian horse archers. Opposite
the Greeks were positioned the Galatian heavy infantry to the
number of about 8000, in front of which were stationed a large
number of javelinmen, with the cavalry on the flanks, and on
the right, between the foot and the horse were positioned the
Galatians’ scythed chariots. When the two armies were
deployed, the King began the battle by at once sending his
right-wing cavalry against the enemy’s horse, while holding
back his left-wing mounted troops. The enemy attacked the
Greeks with the whole of his cavalry of both wings plus the
scythed chariots, but the cataphracts having fallen upon the
right-wing cavalry with irresistible force and fighting bitterly,
put them to rout. While this was occurring, the chariots charged
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the enemy’s javelinmen and routed them, but were soon
destroyed by the infantry. On the other flank, where the few
cataphracts and horse-archers were defending themselves
against the numerous enemy horse, the Galatians were also
defeated; for the Greek cavalry not only withstood their initial
charge, but repulsed them. The horse-archers even routed the
cavalry, who were equal in numbers to them, with their arrows
alone. While the whole of the enemy’s cavalry was being
either routed or killed, the infantry in the center was slowly
advancing on the Greek foot, which was also advancing. The
King having already, at the same time that he had opened the
battle, sent the Thracians and the thoracitae forward to a
plantation in front of the line of battle, now sent the others
forward in line with them. When, as I said, all their horse
having fled, the Galatians’ foot at last charged, the Thracians
hidden in the plantation falling suddenly upon the enemy’s
flank routed them, while the phalangites not only easily
withstood the enemy’s assault, but, slaying many, disordered
the rest. Seeing all of their horse and a great part of their
infantry fleeing, the remainder of the army also broke, and the
Greeks at once pursued, slaughtering many.



